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1CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM
The selection of interesting topics for class activities in oral and
written communication is a problem which confronts every teacher of high-
school English. This problem becomes greater when he realizes that the same
topics may not prove adequate for both college and non-college students. The
teacher must provide for the development of knowledge, skills, and attitudes
in the Language Arts which will insure the success of one group in
institutions of higher learning; he must provide for the growth of his non-
college students in the development of those habits and skills in
communication which will enable them to achieve success and pleasure without
benefit of further education. It seems likely that the two courses of study
should be different.
Statement of the problem . The purpose of this study is to determine
the immediate interest area preferences of non-college students in the
twelfth grade.
The following questions are those which the writer will attempt to
answer from the results of the survey:
1. What are the areas of interest of twelfth-grade non-college
students ?
2. Is there a difference in the interest areas of boys and girls ?
3. If so, how do they differ ?
A. Is there a difference in interest areas of the boys and girls in
..
r>
cities, suburban areas and rural communities ?
5. If so
,
how do they differ ?
6. What are the common interest areas of all boys and girls on the
non-college twelfth-grade level ?
While this study was being conducted in Maine, a similar study was
goin on in New York state; the writer is reporting the relationship between
the findings of the two studies.
Importance of the study . Psychologists and noted educators have been
referring for some time to the importance of recognizing students’ interests
both inside and outside of school. In speaking of the modification of
curricula, John Dewey,-1- more than thirty-five years ago, said that "the
major difficulty with our schools is that they have not adequately enlisted
the interests and energies of children in school work." J. H. Coleman,- who
studied the written composition interests of both junior and senior high-
school students, indicated the extent of progress which had been made in
promoting the use of student interests, when he wrote, almost twenty years
later:
. . . interest has become synonymous with concentrated attention, with
persistency, with an attitude which develops rapid learning. Interest
provides zest and drive. It is an aid to that continuity of effort which
is needed for the successful conclusion of a learning activity. It is
1 John Dewey, Interest and Effort in Education
,
The Hiverside Fress,
Cambridge: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1513, p. VII.
- J. H. Coleman, Written Compo sition Interests of Junior and Senior
High-School Pupils
,
Published Ph. D. Thesis, Columbia University’s Teachers'
College Contributions to Education, No. 494, New York, 1931* pp. 1-2.
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satisfying to the learner. It is dynamic. Every unprecedented
achievement in science, invention, or art bears witness to the unusual
amount of labor and effort which interest engenders.
In The Psychology of Wants
,
Interests
,
and Attitudes^ Edward Thorndike stated:
"The approved view of today (1935) is that an intrinsic interest in the
activity is an enormously superior means of learning." More recently, Holland
Roberts^ has written:
. . . aims (for the Language Arts program) should be constructed upon
the present interests, activities, and capacities of the young people in
our classes, and develop from them rather than from arbitrarily set
standards or materials unrelated to demonstrable needs.
The present-day attitude toward using student interests for more effective
teaching is ably stated by George Haig:3 "The simplest and most effective
way is to observe a universally accepted pedagogic law, that is, to attack a
subject at the point nearest the students’ interest."
Modern schools are making earnest endeavors to train students directly
for life by tying courses of study as much as possible to the recognized
out-of-class activities and interests of the students. However, much research
is yet to be completed in the field of student interests. Teachers must
render more than lip service to the use of student interests in the activitie
of the Language Arts program if it is to prove effective.
In spite of the fact that the terminal or non-college students
^ Edward Lee Thorndike, The Psychology of Wants, Interests
,
and
Attitudes
,
D. Appleton Century Company, 193 5 > p. 108.
2 Holland D. Roberts, Walter Kaulfers, and Grayson Kefauver, English
for Social Living
,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 1943 } p. 22.
George C. Haig, High Schools for Tomorrow
,
Harper and Brothers, New
York, 1946, p. 96.
t
comprise more than fifty per cent (see Table II) of high-school enrollments,
until recently little attention has been directed toward building courses of
study in Language Arts appropriate to their needs. Teachers generally agree
that these students should be trained for social living in a democracy;
however, the weight of evidence indicates that teachers have not achieved
great success in sending forth students adequately equipped to assume the
responsibilities of citizenship.
In the opinion of the writer lack of consideration for the particular
needs of non-college students stems from the fact that much of the attention
of curriculum builders has centered on the college-preparatory students.
If suitable activities in the field of communication are to be
planned for non-college students, they may well be based on the known
interests of such students. It is not unreasonable to expect more response
and greater efforts when students are working on materials and assignments
related to their interests. In Ways to Teach English ^ Thomas Blaisdell
lends support to this belief in the following statement:
In the teaching of English we are concerned with giving the child
the power of self-expression, rather than of expression. While
expression includes the reproduction of stories read and heard, self-
expression deals rather with experiences. The English teacher must aim
to give to the pupil in every grade the ability to talk and to write
entertainingly about the things which he has done or which he wishes to
do—about the things in which he is interested.
^ Thomas C. Blaisdell. Ways to Teach English
,
Doubleday, Doran and
Coup any, Garden City, New York, 1930, p, 13.

CHAPTER II
RESEARCH RELATED TO THE PROBLEM
Investigations have been conducted into the interests of high-school
students with relation to reading and written composition preferences; the
writer, however, has been unable to discover any investigations dealing with
the interests of non-college students alone.
M. F. Laidley^- examined various issues of junior high-school
publications m order to classify the articles into interest areas. The
subjects which were found to be most commonly used were "general school
activities" and "humor".
High-school pupils' composition topics were rated by graduate students
under the direction of G. H. Symonds^ for frequency of occurrence. Of the
written composition topics, "personal incidents" was rated highest; of the
oral composition topics, "jokes and humor" rated highest.
In a study of the written composition interests of both junior and
senior high-school pupils, J. H. Coleman-^ found that students prefer topics
related to travel, adventure, outdoor activities, literature, humor, ethics,
and animals. They dislike topics related to health, social problems, civics,
science, religion, machinery, and art.
M. F. Laidley, "Composition Interests of Junior High School Pupils,"
The English Journal
,
li+: 201-209, March, 1925.
p
G. H. Symonds, "Real Topics for Writing and Speaking," School Review,,
38:765-775, December, 1930.
3 J. H. Coleman, o£. cit ,

Catherine McDonald^' made a study of student preferences in written
composition assignments in grades seven, eight, and nine. The results
showed that topics dealing with personal experience rated highest. Other
items with high interest were hobbies, aviation, radio, pioneering, and
camping. Everyday manners rated low.
2
Glenn Wilcox constructed a questionnaire consisting of two hundred
items covering ten areas of interests for finding the written composition
assignment and topic preferences of ninth-grade students. Those items which
were most preferred by the boys were: sports and out-of-door activities;
travel and adventure; radio and movies; flying and airplanes; honor and fair
play; and health. Politics, folklore, war crimes, and literature were the
areas of least preference among the beys. 'Those items which were most
preferred by the girls were: success and pleasures; friends and friendships;
radio programs and radio personalities; movies and movie stars; sports and
out-of-doors activities; travel and adventure; dancing; cooking; honor and
fair play; self-improvement; and manners. Least preferred by the girls were:
mechanics and industry; war; politics; sciaice; frontier life; and history.
Katherine Alberti^ surveyed the preferences of students for types of
^ Catherine B. J. McDonald, "Student Preferences in Written Assignments
for Grades 7, 8, and 9," Unpublished Ed. M. Thesis, Boston University, 1945.
2 Glenn W. Wilcox, "Student Preferences for Written Composition Topics
and Assignments in the 9th Grade," Unpublished Ed. M. Thesis, Boston University
1947.
- Katherine L. Alberti, "Student Preferences in Written Composition
Assignments in Grades 10, 11, and 12," Unpublished Ed. M. Thesis, Boston
University, 1948.

7written assignments and topics of interest in grades ten, eleven, and twelve.
Since the topics were associated only with written-assignment preferences,
interest in the topics themselves may not have been high. The findings,
however, showed that the topics used in the assignments influence the
students’ preferences more than did the types of assignments. Topics about
no vies rated consistently high; topics of general knowledge and interest,
as manners, sports, dogs, radio, and careers rated high. Topics about
famous people were among the least preferred. Topics that fluctuated between
high and low preferences were those on books, travel, and the seasons.
Dale Zeller*^ made a study of the reading interests of junior high-
school students by asking 4,047 students to check preferences among books
which had been grouped into eighteen areas of interest. Among the girls it
was discovered that humor, people, familiar experiences, and situations in
which they can imagine themselves had the highest influence in the selection
of books. Among the boys, action and humor were the only interests which
could be definitely said to influence choice.
These references, tied as they are to writing and reading preferences,
seem to throw some light on student interests. The aim of the present study
has been to secure information on the intrinsic interests of non-college stu-
dents. Such information can best be obtained when the students feel no need
to associate interests with assignments. It is the intrinsic interests of
students which teachers can employ most effectively in a Language Arts Program.
1 Dale Zeller, The Relative Importance of Factors of Interest in
Reading feterials for Junior High School Pupils , Published Ph.D. Thesis,
Teachers College, Columbia University Contributions to Education, No. 841
(New York, 1941)
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CHAPTER III
PLAN OF INVESTIGATION
Construction of questionnaire
.
With another graduate student the
writer constructed a questionnaire'1' to indicate the areas of interest
preferences of non-college twelfth-grade students. This group was chosen
because of their importance in present-day schools and because of the
inadeauacy of data concerning their interests.
A study of textbooks, interest inventories, teaching guides, theses,
and dissertations was made to determine those areas of interest to be
included. Suggestions from teachers in service also proved valuable.
Thirty-five broad areas of interests were finally decided upon, and those
with subdivisions comprised the body of the questionnaire.
Before it was printed, two hundred and fifty mimeographed trial copies
of the questionnaire were distributed to pupils in Massachusetts schools in
order to discover the suitability of the topics as well as any administrative
flaws. Some changes were made in the directions and topics as a result of
this preliminary survey.
The writer surveyed the following public schools, distributed
throughout the state of Maine and widely varied in size:
Portland High School
Deering High School
Waterville High School
South Portland High School
Greenville High School
Jackman High School
-*• See Appendix, Page Sf
.* V . »•' \j
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For purposes of tabulating, the communities were divided as follows:
1. Population of 1,000 to 7,500
2. Population of 7,500 to 25,000
3. Population over 25,000
A total of 654 non-college twelfth-grade students took part in the survey.
Limitations . This survey has limitations. Care was taken to cover
all areas of interest, but space was provided for the writing in of interests
not otherwise indicated. The subtopics under some of the areas (careers,
homemaking) seemed to suggest the occupations or interests of one sex more
than was probably necessary.
The school sampling might have been more valuable if a wider
geographical distribution of the schools within the state had been made.
Method of administration . The questionnaire, presented to 654 non-
college twelfth-grade students was self-explanatory. Students were asked to
circle one of three numbers beside each sub-topic in Part I to indicate (1)
great interest, (2) mild interest, or (3) no interest. Part II called for
the listing of the five areas of interest most preferred from the thirty-five
in Parti. Part III gave the students an opportunity to insert interests not
covered elsewhere in the survey.
The writer made arrangements with principals and teachers of English
for the administration of the questionnaires in English classes. Students
were allowed from fifteen to twenty minutes to complete the questions. No
names were called for, but students were asked to indicate their sex in the
space provided.
..
#
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CHAPTER IV
INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS
COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS
IN
THE SURVEY
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CHAPTER IV
INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS
TABLE I
COMMUNITIES IN THE SURVEY
SCHOOL COMMUNITY COMMUNITY1
POPULATION
Portland High School Portland 73,643
Deering High School Portland (See Above)
Waterville High School Waterville 16,688
So. Portland High School So. Portland 15,781
Skowhegan High School Skowhegan 7,159
Greenville High School Greenville 2,372
Jackman High School Jackman 1,286
1 Populations are those of the census of 1940. The World Almanac and
Book of Facts for 1949 > New York World Telegram, New York, 1949, p. 170.
.'
io
TABLE II
SCHOOLS IN THE SURVEY
SCHOOL SCHOOL
POPULATION
12TH GRADS
POPULATION
12TH GRADE
NON-COLLEGE
POPULATION
PERCENTAGE
NON-COLLEGE
POPULATION
Portland 1700 365 181 49.5
Deering 900* 272 129 47.4
Waterville 600* 167 107 64.0
So. Portland 960 188 132 69.1
Skowhegan 325 90 75 80.3
Greenville 100* 25 16 64.0
Jackman 45 17 14 82.3
*3 year high schools

PREFERENCES OF BOYS
IN PART I
TABLES III TO VI

TABLE III
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY
INTERESTED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
°Jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 63.5 26.2 10.3
Watching 51.9 41.0 7.1
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 37.2 35.0 27.8
Fishing 59.5 29.5 11.0
Hunting 67.8 19.8 12.4
Gardening 10.7 32.9 56.4
Adventure
Reading about 40.7 45.3 14.0
Writing about 3.1 30.2 66.7
Exploration 57.5 30.4 12.1
Travel
U. S. A. 79.4 17.3 3.3
Foreign Lands 59.7 29.4 10.9
Aviation
Travelling in planes 53.8 34.3 11.9
Flying planes 50.9 29.2 19.9
Working on planes 38. S 31.0 30.2
Collecting
Stamps 4.9 23.9 71.2
Knick-knacks 8.5 25.9 65.6
Phonograph records 52.7 33.8 13.5
Programs 8.8 26.3 64.9
Hobbies
Photography 25.0 43.0 32.0
Keeping a scrap book 14.7 31.4 53.9
Model railroads 14.3 23.5 62.2
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 23.6 38.7 37.7
Woodworking 41.2 38.2 20.6
Machinery
Designing 17.1 38.0 44.9
'Working on 53.1 30.7 16.2

TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
1o MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending 66 .6 30.8 2.6
Acting in 8.1 30.1 61.8
Directing 11.0 22.0 67.0
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 13.7 30.9 55.4
Attending 40.2 43.4 16.4
Writing 5.9 19.6 74.5
Directing 10.7 22.1 67.2
Radio, Television
Listening 84.3 14.5 1.2
Acting in 12.2 23.6 59.2
Automobiles
Driving 87.5 10.3 2.2
Building 36.1 27.7 36.2
Working on 55.6 27.7 16.7
U. S. Services
Army 12.6 41.8 45.6
Navy 41.0 34.7 24.3
Marines 24.6 40.6 34.8
Air Force 48.8 28.1 23.1
Classes
English 23.0 52.2 24.8
Reading 33 .3 41.3 25.4
Writing 12.0 48.1 39.9
Speaking 17.5 40.7 41.8
Science 41.9 37.4 20.7
Mathematics 44 .4 33.0 22.6
Social Studies 18.0 48.6 33.4
Home Economics 5.5 30.1 64.4
Industrial Arts 39.2 34.3 26.5
Music 29.9 35.1 35.0
•Art 15.9 35.4 48.7
Physical Education 61.3 29.7 9.0

TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
s
PART I
INTEREST AREA 1o GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Famous People
Read About 35.9 44.2 19.9
Meet 58.9 29.0 12.1
Current Events
Politics 17.9 35.9 46.2
Names-in-the-news 17.8 55.1 27.1
National 35.3 48.0 16.7
International 31.4 47.9 20.7
Homemaking
Decorating 20.5 37.3 42.2
Cooking 16 .6 40.5 42.9
Sewing 1.9 18.0 80.1
Building 46 .6 31.9 21.5
Careers and Vocations
Do ctor 8.9 29.7 61.4
Lawyer 11.9 29.5 58.6
Plumber 6.5 27.2 66.3
Teacher 11.3 23.2 65.5
Carpenter 27.5 37.8 34.7
Books
Fiction 49.2 36.7 14.1
Non-fiction 48.5 40.1 11.4
Classics 15.6 39.0 45.4
Animals
Owning 65.6 24.4 10.0
Rais ing 45.5 30.5 14.0
Training 46 • 8 32.7 20.5
Dancing
Social 49.8 31.5 18.7
Folk 13.8 37.5 48.7
Square 22.3 37.8 39.9

1 *"!>
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TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA fo GREATLY °Jo MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Clothes
Designing 9.0 20.4 70.6
Being in style 50.7 36.0 13.3
In other lands 7.1 29.4 63.5
Making your own 3.4 14.4 82.2
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class Activities
Class Parties
Yearbook
School newspaper
Popular Music
Listening to 84.2 12.1 3.7
Playing 29.6 36.7 33.7
Composing 8.0 20.1 71.9
Classical Music
Listening to 39.2 34.2 26.6
Playing 14.2 24.8 61.0
Composing 6.8 13.7 79.5
Art
Painting 17.9 36.5 45.6
Drawing 30.3 28.4 41.3
Sculpture 7.6 21.1 71.3
Architecture 23.8 31.2 45.0
Farming
General 20.9 39.5 39.6
Dairying 27. 8 30.2 42.0
Chicken 15.4 34.2 50.4
Humor and Jokes
Reading 64.8 28. 8 6.4
Hearing 78.4 17.0 4.6
Writing 20.1 41.5 38.4
Telling 57.9 31.0 11.1
17.5 30.1 52.4
17.3 49.2 33.5
26.6 45.0 28.4
35.2 42.9 21.9
24.3 47.6 28.1

1 RLl>
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TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA cjo GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industries
Automobile 56.2 28.1 15.7
Aviation 53.1 29.6 17.3
Radio-Television 46.6 35.0 18.4
iiaagazines
Reading 65.9 24.3 9.8
Writing for 8.1 28.7 63.2
Drawing for 12.2 23.7 64.1
Selling 5.9 27.0 67.1
Newspapers
Reading 70.3 24.4 5.3
Reporting for 20.9 31.6 47.5
Writing for 11.5 24.7 63.8
Selling 6.0 22.2 71.8
Religion
Attending Church 64.1 28.3 7.6
Teaching Sunday School 6.1 24.9 69.0
Church Clubs 20.5 38.0 41.5
Other religions 13.7 46.9 39.4
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 42.2 46.9 10.9
Good taste in clothes 61.5 29.6 8.9
Conversational ability 50.3 32.8 16.9
Being popular 48.7 41.1 10.2
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 37.3 33.3 2V.4
Labor Problems 25.4 44*8 29.8

PREFERENCES OF
TABLE IV
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTEDINTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 64.2 33.9 1.9
Watching 60.7 33.9 5.4
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 46.4 32.1 21.5
Fishing 75.0 19.8 5.2
Hunting 76.7 16.0 7.3
Gardening 9.1 39.4 51.5
Adventure
Reading about 42.8 51.7 5.5
Writing about 1.7 33.9 64.4
Exploration 64.2 28.5 7.3
Travel
U. S. A. 85.7 12.5 1.8
Foreign Lands 67.8 23.2 9.0
Aviation
Travelling in planes 64.2 28.5 7.3
Flying planes 55.3 35.7 9.0
Working on planes 50.0 28.5 21.5
Collecting
Stamps 3.5 28.5 68.0
Knick-knacks 14.2 32.1 53.7
Phonograph records 23.2 46 .4 30.4
Programs 9.1 30.3 60.6
Hobbies
Photography 32.1 53.5 14.4
Keeping a scrap book 14.2 39.4 46.4
Model railroads 23.2 30.3 46.5
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 28.5 44.6 26.9
Woodworking 51.7 37.5 10.8

PREFERENCES OF
TABLE IV (Continued)
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 23.2 42.8 33.9
Working on 62.5 28.5 9.0
Motion Pictures
Attending 67.8 32.2 0.0
Acting in 3.5 37.5 59.0
Directing 14.2 23.2 62.6
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 16.0 42.8 41.2
Attending 57.1 39.4 3.5
Writing 7.1 30.3 62.6
Directing 16.0 30.3 53.7
rladio and Television
Listening 87.5 10.7 1.8
Acting in 7.1 35.7 57.2
Automobiles
Driving 92.8 7.2 0.0
Building 39.4 44.6 16.0
Working on 67.8 23.2 9.0
U. S. Services
Army 19.8 50.0 30.2
Navy 44.6 39.4 16.0
Marines 25.0 50.0 25.0
Air Force 64.2 25.0 10.8
Classes
English 25.0 51.7 23.3
Reading 35.7 50.0 14.3
'Writing 12.5 55.3 32.2
Speaking 17.8 42.8 39.4
Science 60.7 28.5 10.8
Mathematics 51.7 32.1 16.2
Social Studies 19.8 51.7 28.5
Home Economics 7.1 50.0 42.9
. . . -
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TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA 1o GREATLY
INTERESTED
1o MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 39.
A
39.4 21.2
Music 37.5 35.7 26.8
Art 10.7 51.7 37.6
Physical Education 64.2 28.5 7.3
Famous People
Read About 39.4 50.0 10.6
Meet 69.8 23.2 7.0
Current Events
Politics 10.7 23.2 66.1
Names-in-the-news 19.8 55.3 24.9
National 41.0 46.4 12.6
International 35.7 50.0 14.3
-lomemaking
Decorating 26.7 55.3 18.0
Cooking 14.2 51.7 34.1
Sewing 1.7 32.1 66.2
Building 55.3 30.3 14 .4
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 16.0 39.4 44.6
Lawyer 19.8 35.7 44.5
Plumber 10.7 37.5 51.8
Teacher 10.7 30.3 59.0
Carpenter 44.6 37.5 17.9
Books
Fiction 60.7 33.9 5.4
Non-fiction 62.5 28.5 9.0
Classics 19.8 41.0 39.2
Animals
Owning 83.9 14.2 1.9
Raising 59.1 26.7 14.2
Training 62.5 28.5 9.0
aa
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TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY 1o MILDIY $ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 39.4 48.2 12.4
Square 30.3 57.1 12.6
Folk 17.8 59.1 23.1
Clothes
Designing 12.5 30.3 57.2
Being in style 37.5 51.7 10.8
In other lands 9.1 44.6 46.3
Making your own 5.3 21.4 73.3
School Activities
Glee Club 23.2 44*6 32.2
Inter-class Activities 23.2 55.3 21.5
Class Parties 35.7 48.2 16.1
Yearbook 46.4 44.6 9.0
School newspaper 35.7 51.7 12.6
Popular Music
Listening to 85.7 14.3 0.0
Playing 30.3 44.6 25.1
Composing 5.3 32.1 37.6
Classical Music
Listening to 41.0 37.5 21.5
Playing 12.5 41.0 46.5
Composing 5.3 23.2 71.5
Art
Painting 21.4 44.6 34.4
Drawing 35.7 35.7 28.6
Sculpture 9.1 30.3 60.6
Architecture 25.0 48.2 26.8
Fai'ming
Gene ral 26.7 42.8 30.5
Dairying 37.5 33.9 28.6
Chicken 21.4 35.7 42.9
1
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TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA Jo GREATLY Jo MILDLY Jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Humor and Jokes
Reading 73.2 23.2 3.6
Hearing 82.2 17.8 0.0
Writing 25.0 53.5 21.5
Telling 69.8 26.7 3.5
Industries
Automobile 69.8 23.2 7.0
Aviation 69.8 23.2 7.0
Radio-Television 55.3 32.1 12.6
Magazines
Reading 75.0 23.2 1.8
Writing for 9.1 37.5 52.4
Drawing for 16.0 35.7 48.3
Selling 9.1 30.3 60.6
Newspapers
Reading 71.4 26.7 1.9
Reporting for 32.1 32.1 35.8
Writing for 12.5 37.5 51.8
Selling 10.7 28.5 60.8
Religion
Attending Church 71.4 26.7 1.9
Teaching Sunday School 10.7 28.5 60.8
Church clubs 23.2 42.8 33.7
Other religions 16.0 39.4 44.6
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 30.3 62.5 7.2
Good taste in clothes 57.1 35.7 7.2
Conversational ability 46.4 30.3 23.3
Being popular 48.2 46.4 5.4
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 26.7 37.5 35.8
Labor Problems 21.4 44.6 34.0
i
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TABLE V
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 -10 8o
•s
cv
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY Jo MILDLY Jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 58.6 24.0 17.4
Watching 50.0 40.3 9.7
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 37.5 34.6 27.9
Fishing 56.7 29.8 13.5
Hunting 68.2 14.4 17.4
Gardening 9.6 28.8 61.6
Adventure
Reading about 32.6 47.1 20.3
Writing about 3.8 20.1 76.1
Exploration 49.0 32.6 18.4
Travel
U. S. A. 75.0 20.1 4.9
Foreign Lands 52.8 32.6 14.6
aviation
Travelling in planes 47.1 38.4 14.5
Flying planes 50.0 20.1 29.9
Working on planes 34.6 33.6 31.8
Collecting
Stamps 6.7 21.1 72.2
Knick-knacks 7.6 16.3 76.1
Phonograph records 32.6 28.8 38.6
Programs 9.6 15.3 75.1
lobbies
Photography 23.0 33.6 43.4
Keeping a scrap book 12.5 21.1 66.4
Model railroads 13.4 22.1 64.5
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 22.1 34.6 43.3
Woodworking 35.5 39.4 25.1
1
PREFERENCES OF
TABLE V (Continued)
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA ajo GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
iidachinery
Designing 11.5 36.5 52.0
Working on 51.9 28.8 19.3
Motion Pictures
Attending 68.2 25.9 5.9
Acting in 10.5 21.1 68.4
Directing 8.6 17.3 74.1
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 8.6 22.1 69.3
Attending 31.7 43.2 25.1
Writing 6.7 9.6 83.7
Directing 7.6 14.4 78.0
Radio and Television
Listening 81.7 18.3 0.0
Acting in 15.3 23.0 61.7
Automobiles
Driving 77.8 18.2 4.0
Building 37.5 24.0 38.5
Working on 49.0 25.9 25.1
U. S. Services
Army 4.8 37.5 57.7
Navy 41.3 29.8 28.9
Marines 21.1 33.6 45.3
Air Force 39.4 32.6 28.0
Classes
English 26.9 50.9 22.2
Reading 35.5 32.6 31.9
Writing 12.5 41.3 46.2
Speaking Ik.U 31.7 53.9
Science 32.6 40.3 27.1
Mathematics 40.3 30.7 19.0
Social Studies 20.1 50.9 29.0
Home Economics 5.7 13.4 80.9
i4
PREFERENCES OF
TABLE V (Continued)
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25 ,000
INTEREST AREA io GREATLY % MILDLY $ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 42.3 32.6 25.1
Music 26.9 34.6 38.5
Art 13.4 29.8 56.8
Physical Education 61.5 28.8 9.7
Famous People
Read About 33.6 41.3 25.1
Meet 50.9 31.7 17.4
Current Events
Politics 24.0 38.4 37.6
Names-in-the-news 16.3 54.8 28.9
National 36.5 41.3 22.2
International 31.7 42.3 26.0
Homemaking
Decorating 19.2 20.1 60.7
Cooking 18.2 32.6 49.2
Sewing 1.9 6.7 91.4
Building 45.1 28.8 26.1
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 3.8 25.9 70.3
Lawyer 6.7 21.1 72.2
Plumber 5.7 22.1 72.2
Teacher 3.8 17.3 78.9
Carpenter 19.2 34.6 46.2
Books
Fiction 44.2 32.6 23.2
Non-fiction 39.4 48.1 12.5
Classics 6.7 35.5 57.8
Animals
Owning 57.6 28.8 13.6
Raising 45.1 31.7 23.2
Training 43.2 31.7 25.1
<
TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA fa GREATLY % MILDLY °h NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 45.1 25.9 30.0
Square 15.3 23.0 61.7
Folk 9.6 28.8 61.6
Clothes
Designing 7.6 12.5 79.9
Being in style 53.8 27.8 18.4
In other lands 6.7 18.2 75.1
Making your own 2.8 11.5 85.7
School Activities
Glee Club 12.5 23.0 64.5
Inter-class activities 15.3 43.2 41.5
Class Parties 18.2 43.2 38.6
Yearbook 26.9 41.3 31.8
School newspaper 14.4 44.2 41.4
Popular Music
Listening to 79.8 11.5 8.7
Playing 24.0 37.5 38.5
Composing 7.6 15.3 77.1
Classical Music
Listening to 34.6 31.7 33.7
Playing 13.4 13.4 73.2
Composing 6.7 7.6 85.7
Art
Painting 13.4 31.7 54.9
Drawing 26.9 20.1 53.0
Sculpture 7.6 13.4 79.0
Architecture 19.2 20.1 60.7
Farming
General 21.1 33.6 55.3
Dariying 27.8 25.0 47.2
Chicken 16.3 32.6 51.1

TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
$ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Rumor and Jokes
Reading 60.5 28.8 10.7
Hearing 74.0 15.3 10.7
Writing 17.3 38.4 44.3
Telling 46.1 33.6 20.3
Industries
Automobile 50.9 26.9 22.2
Aviation 46.1 30.7 23.2
Radio-Television 39.4 35.5 25.1
Magazines
Reading 58.6 28.8 12.6
’Writing for 5.7 28.8 65.5
Drawing for 6.7 16.3 77.0
Selling 3.8 12.5 83.7
Newspapers
Reading 64.4 24.0 11.6
Reporting for 17.3 32.6 50.1
'Writing for 9.6 18.2 72.2
Selling 3.8 18.2 78.0
Religion
Attending Church 61.5 24.0 14.5
Teaching Sunday School 3.8 20.1 76.1
Church clubs 21.1 33.6 45.3
Other religions 6.7 30.7 62.6
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 43.2 39.4 17.4
Good taste in clothes 58.6 27.8 13.6
Conversational ability 45.1 35.5 19.4
Being popular 47.1 37.5 15.4
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 42.3 30.7 27.0
Labor Problems 24.0 43.2 32.8

TABLE VI
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA rjo GREATLY
INTERESTED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 67.8 20.9 11.3
Watching 45.2 48.9 5.9
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 27.8 38.3 33.9
Fishing 47.0 39.0 14.0
Hunting 58.5 29.0 12.5
Gardening 13.5 29.5 57.0
Adventure
Reading about 46.8 37.2 16.0
Writing about 3.9 36.6 59.5
Explo ration 59.4 30.2 10.4
Travel
U. S. A. 77.5 19.4 3.1
Foreign Lands 58.6 32.6 8.8
Aviation
Travelling in planes 49.6 36.1 14.3
Flying planes 47.4 31.9 20.7
Working on planes 25.9 31.0 43.1
Collecting
Stamps 4.7 22.3 73.0
Knick-knacks 3.9 29.3 66.8
Phonograph records 42.3 26.2 31.5
Pro grams 7.9 33.4 58.7
lobbies
Photography 20.1 41.9 38.0
Keeping a scrap book 17.4 33.7 48.9
Model railroads 6 .4 18.2 75.4
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 20.4 37.1 42.5
Woodworking 36.5 37.9 25.6

TABLE VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 16,6 34.9 48.5
Working on 45.1 35.0 19.9
Motion Pictures
Attending 63.
S
34.5 1.7
Acting in 10.3 31.7 58.0
Directing 10.2 25.5 64.3
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 16.7 27.8 55.5
Attending 31.8 47.6 20.6
Writing 3.9 18.9 77.2
Directing 8.7 21.6 69.7
Radio and Television
Listening 83.8 14.5 1.7
Acting in 14.3 27.1 58.6
Automobiles
Driving 92.0 5.6 2.4
Building 31.5 14.6 53.9
Working on 50.0 34.2 15.8
U. S. Services
Army 13.3 38.1 48.6
Navy 37.3 35.0 27.7
Marines 27.8 38.2 34.0
Air Force 42.8 26.8 30.4
Classes
English 17.3 54.0 28.7
Reading 28.7 41.3 30.0
Writing 11.0 47.9 41.1
Speaking 10.4 47.6 42.0
Science 32.4 43.6 24.0
Mathematics 41.3 36.4 22.3
Social Studies 14.2 43.3 42.5
Home Economics 3.9 26.9 69.2

TABLb VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA jo GREATLY
INTERESTED
jo MILDLY
INTERESTED
jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 35.9 30.9 33.2
Music 25.3 35.0 39.7
Art 23.6 24.8 51.6
Physical Education 58.2 32.0 9.8
Famous People
Read About 34.7 41.4 23.9
Meet 56.1 32.2 11.7
Current Events
Politics 19.1 46.1 34.8
Name s-in-1he -news 17.3 55.3 27.4
National 28.5 56.3 15.2
International 27.0 51.5 21.5
Homemaking
Decorating 15.7 36.6 47.7
Cooking 17.4 37.3 45.3
Sewing 2.3 15.2 82.5
Building 39.5 36.7 23.8
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 7.0 23.9 69.1
Lawyer 9.4 31.9 58.7
Plumber 3.2 22.0 74.8
Teacher 9.6 22.2 68.2
Carpenter 18.8 41.5 39.7
Books
Fiction 42.9 43.6 13.5
Non-fiction 43.6 43.7 12.7
Classics 20.4 40.7 38.9
Animals
Owning 55.3 30.3 14.4
Raising 32.5 33.3 34.2
Training 34.9 38.0 27.1

PREFERENCES
TABLE VI (Continued)
OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA °]o GREATLY % MILDLY c]o NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 64.9 20.6 14.5
Square 21.4 33.4 45.2
Folk 14.2 24.8 61.0
Clothes
Designing 7.0 18.4 74.6
Being in style 60.9 28.7 10.4
In other lands 5.5 25.6 68.9
Making your own 2.2 10.5 87.3
School Activities
Glee Club 16.8 22.9 60.3
Inter-class activities 13.5 49.3 37.2
Class Parties 26.0 43.6 30.4
Yearbook 32.3 42.9 24.8
School newspaper 21.9 47.1 31.0
Popular Music
Listening to 87.1 10.6 2.3
Playing 34.6 23.1 37.3
Composing 11.1 12.9 76.0
Classical Music
Listening to 42.2 33.4 24.4
Playing 16.7 20.0 63.3
Composing 8.6 10.5 80.9
Art
Painting 17.3 33.4 49.3
Drawing 28.5 29.4 42.1
Sculpture 6.3 19.7 74.0
Architecture 27.2 25.5 47.3
Farming
General 15.0 42.3 42.7
Dairying 18.2 31.7 50.1
Chicken 8.7 34.3 57.0
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PREFERENCES
TABLE VI (Continued)
OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY $ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Humor and Jokes
Reading 60.8 34.4 4*8
Hearing 79.1 17.9 3.0
Writing 18.1 32.7 49.2
Telling 57.8 32.7 9.5
Industries
Automobile 48.1 34.3 17.6
Aviation 43.4 35.0 21.6
Radio-Televi s ion 45.1 37.4 17.5
Magazines
Reading 64.3 30.9 4.8
Writing for 9.5 19.9 70.6
Drawing for 15.0 19.2 65.8
Selling 4.8 14.2 81.0
Newspapers
Reading 75.2 22.5 2.3
Reporting for 13.3 30.0 56.7
Writing for 12.5 18.5 69.0
Selling 4.7 19.9 75.4
Religion
Attending Church 59.4 34.2 6.4
Teaching Sunday School 3.9 26.2 69.9
Church clubs 17.4 37.6 45.0
Other religions 18.4 36 .6 45.0
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 53.1 39.0 7.9
Good taste in clothes 69.0 25.5 5.5
Conversational ability 59.5 32.7 7.8
Being popular 50.9 39.5 9.6
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 42.9 31.9 25.2
Labor Problems 30.9 46.6 22.5

PREFERENCES OF GIRLS
IN PART I
TABLES VII TO X

TABLE VII
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY 1o MILDLY $ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 44.1 38.9 17.0
/fetching 64.9 27.5 7.6
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 29.2 41.7 29.1
Fishing 23.5 45.0 31.5
Hunting 11.3 29.1 59.6
Gardening 14.6 47.4 38.0
Adventure
Reading about 52.5 35.5 12.0
Writing about 3.5 24.
4
72.1
Exploration 36.4 33.1 30.5
Travel
U . S. A. 81.0 13.3 5.7
12.1Foreign Lands 65.7 22.2
Aviation
Travelling in planes 51.0 23.2 20.8
Flying planes 19.5 22.7 57.8
Working on planes 9.6 13.0 77.4
Collecting
Stamps 7.9 19.2 72.9
Knick-knacks 27.0 44.5 28.5
Phonograph records 48.3 28.2 23.5
Programs 22.5 37.1 40.4
-lobbies
Photography 32.1 39.9 28.0
Keeping a scrap book 45 .
S
35.6 18.6
Model railroads 1.4 8.1 90.5
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 3.5 11.4 85.1
Woodworking 6.2 18.0 75.8

TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY $ MILDLY fo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
machinery
Designing 3.0 11.6 85.4
'/forking on 10.3 12.5 77.2
Motion Pictures
Attending 82.5 13.0 4.5
Acting in 11.4 32.6 56.0
Directing 6 .6 23.1 70.3
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 29.4 30.9 39.7
Attending 71.7 23.7 4.6
Writing 5.2 19.4 75.4
Directing 7.9 23.7 68.4
tedio and Television
Listening 85.6 12.1 2.3
Acting in 15.2 25.7 59.1
Automobiles
Driving 76.7 14.8 8.5
Building 1.8 8.2 90.0
Working on 6.0 15.0 79.0
tj. S. Services
Army 10.9 27.1 62.0
Navy 28.3 26.5 45.2
Marines 17.9 25.7 56.4
Air Force 25.8 28.2 46.0
Classes
EngLish 40.1 46.3 13.6
Reading 58.8 26.1 15.1
Writing 21.0 42.0 37.0
Speaking 14.4 31.9 53.7
Science 14.9 41.9 43.2
Mathematics 26.9 41.3 31.8
Social Studies 18.6 41.1 40.3
Home Economics 46.9 35.6 17.5

TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY 1o MILDLY 5'o NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 7.0 22.1 70.9
Music 53.0 34.3 12.7
Art 22.0 27.6 50.4
Physical Education 42.2 39.0 18.8
Famous People
Read About 39.0 43.1 17.9
Meet 59.9 31.2 8.9
Current Events
Politics 12.2 40.4 47.4
Names-in-the-news 16.9 55.1 28.0
National 17.2 53.8 29.0
International 13.0 58.4 28.6
Homemaking
Decorating 63.7 26.9 9.4
Cooking 77.9 16.8 5.3
Sewing 52.8 31.7 15.5
Building 14.8 37.7 47.5
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 15.0 19.4 65.6
Lawyer 5.6 15.9 78.5
Plumber 0.8 19.4 79.8
Teacher 10.5 29.5 60.0
Carpenter 2.1 8.7 89.2
Books
Fiction 68.5 28.6 2.9
Non-fiction 47.5 41.1 11.4
Classics 22.5 42.8 34.7
Animals
Owning 66.5 22.8 10.7
Raising 35.9 29.9 34.2
Training 37.6 32.1 30.3
vJ> i
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PREFERENC
TABLE VII (Continued)
ES CF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY <j> MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 78.8 15.4 5.8
Square 45.7 37.1 17.2
Folk 33.5 39.6 26.9
Clothes
Designing 31.4 38.6 30.0
Being in style 78.4 17.1 4.5
In other lands 18.6 40.3 41.1
Making your own 44.6 30.1 25.3
School Activities
Glee Club 42.8 28.5 28.7
Inter-class activities 28.2 48.6 23.2
Class Parties 56.2 34.7 9.1
Yearbook 62.1 28.3 9.6
School newspaper 47.8 39.1 13.1
Popular Music
Listening to 92.2 6.0 1.8
Playing 42.0 29.5 28.5
Composing 5.7 13.8 80.5
Classical Music
Listening to 50.7 36.6 12.7
Playing 25.9 30.4 43.7
Composing 3.3 12.1 84.6
Art
Painting 21.6 35.5 42.9
Drawin g 30.0 26.6 43.4
Sculpture 9.0 19.9 71.1
Architecture 7.3 17.8 74.9
Farming
General 20.6 28.8 50.6
Dairying 6.7 16.3 77.0
Chicken 9.1 22.2 68.7

PREFERENCES
TABLE VII (Continued)
OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED, PART I
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY $ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Humor and Jokes
Reading 71.9 23.4 4.7
Hearing 78.0 18.2 3.8
Writing 14.3 29.1 56.6
Telling 39.7 39.6 20.7
Industries
Automobile 15.2 29.6 55.2
Aviation 18.9 28.7 52.4
Radio-Television 28.4 34.1 37.5
Magazines
Reading 74.8 20.1 5.1
Writing for 10.2 17.9 71.9
Drawing for 9.5 18.5 78.0
Selling 4.2 18.9 76.9
Newspapers
Reading 77.6 18.4 4.0
Reporting for 13.5 34.3 52.2
Writing for 7.4 26.5 66.1
Selling 4.6 18.2 77.2
Religion
Attending Church • 81.6 15.2 3.2
Teaching Sunday School 20.9 40.4 38.7
Church clubs 33.4 39.9 26.7
Other religions 23.4 43.2 33.4
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 75.8 19.1 5.1
Good taste in clothes 86.9 10.5 2.6
Conversational ability 68.0 25.1 6.9
Being popular 53.5 37.9 8.6
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 43.1 36.8 20.1
labor Problems 15.3 57.1 27.6

PREFERENCES OF
TABLE VIII
GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY lo MILDLY lo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 62.7 19.1 18.2
Watching 68.7 28.5 2.8
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 40.0 42.1 17.9
Fishing 24.6 45.3 30.1
Hunting 14.5 43.6 41.9
Gardening 13.1 44*4 42.5
Adventure
Reading about 49.0 37.3 13.7
Writing about 1.0 17.8 81.2
Exploration 45.6 24.7 29.7
Travel
U. S. A. 77.7 15.6 6.7
Foreign Lands 69.0 19.4 11.6
Aviation
Travelling in planes 62.0 15.9 22.1
Flying planes 23.3 20.9 55.8
Working on planes 13.2 12.1 74.7
Collecting
Stamps 7.9 20.5 71.6
Knick-knacks 32.1 44.6 20.3
Phonograph records 33.3 22.3 44.4
Programs 12.8 42.5 44.7
Hobbies
Photography 33.1 25.4 a.
5
Keeping a scrap book 56.8 28.5 14.7
Model railroads 0.0 10.8 89.2
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 3.8 11.5 84.7
Woodworking 10.4 16.7 72.9
,
TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 1.0 18.4 80.6
Working on 18.1 8.0 73.9
Motion Pictures
Attending 73.8 18.4 7.8
Acting in 10.0 42.9 47.1
Directing 5.8 23.0 71.2
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 38.6 34.6 26.8
Attending 73.4 21.4 5.2
Writing 1.0 16.0 83.0
Directing 10.0 20.5 69.5
Radio and Television
Listening 83.6 16.4 0.0
Acting in 12.9 19.1 68.0
Automobiles
Driving 80.4 9.0 10.6
Building 1.0 14.6 84.4
Working on 8.6 20.2 71.2
U. S. Services
Army 14.2 38.0 47.8
Navy 27.2 32.1 40.7
Marines 21.8 28.6 49.6
Air Forces 30.9 34.2 34.9
Classes
English 49.1 32.3 36.8
Reading 69.7 18.7 11.6
Writing 13.9 37.9 48.2
Speaking 10.0 27.5 62.5
Science 16.7 51.2 32.1
Mathematics 21.9 50.9 27.2
Social Studies 19.5 31.3 49.2
Home Economics 53.7 37.2 9.1

TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA }o GREATLY
INTERESTED
MILDLY
INTERESTED
$ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 3.8 14.2 82.0
Music 56.4 32.7 10.9
Art 14.9 25.9 59.2
Physical Education 50.4 42.6 7.0
Famous People
Read about 30.6 39.2 30.2
Meet 38.2 39.1 22.7
Current Events
Politics 4.8 35.9 59.3
Names -in-the-news 10.7 47.4 41.9
National 9.0 60.7 30.3
International 3.1 61.7 35.2
Homemaking
Decorating 61.9 31.7 6.4
Cooking 87.3 10.4 2.3
Sewing 54.3 33.6 12.1
Building 15.6 35.9 48.5
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 25.1 13.9 61.0
Lawyer 3.0 17.4 79.6
Plumber 0.0 38.1 61.9
Teacher 10.4 23.6 66.0
Carpenter 2.7 6.2 91.1
Books
Fiction 61.6 34.1 4.3
Non-fiction 54.4 39.6 6.0
Classics 11.3 45.3 43.4
Animals
Owning 65.8 21.6 12.6
Raising 41.8 22.0 36.2
Training 41.7 30.3 28.0
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PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
1o MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 74.5 19.5 6.0
Square 45.1 33.8 21.1
Folk 37.2 40.7 22.1
Clothes
Designing 14.9 52.3 32.8
Being in style 70.7 24.4 4.9
In other lands 17.4 42.5 40.1
leaking your own 46.7 31.8 21.5
School Activities
Glee Club 66.3 20.1 13.6
Inter-class activities 39.0 47.4 13.6
Class Parties 71.8 25.0 3.2
Yearbook 78.7 19.4 1.9
School newspaper 53.9 43.9 2.2
Popular Music
Listening to 94.4 5.6 0.0
Playing 48.8 30.9 20.3
Composing 3.0 15.0 82.0
Classical Music
Listening to 41.4 47.8 10.8
Playing 29.2 15.0 65.8
Composing 1.0 11.9 87.1
Art
Painting 12.8 43.3 43.9
Drawing 27.2 30.3 42.5
Sculpture 7.9 11.5 80.6
Architecture 9.0 18.5 72.5
Farming
General 10.0 27.2 62.8
Dairying 5.8 12.1 82.1
Chicken 6.2 30.4 63.4

TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA 1o GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
1o NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Humor and Jokes
Reading 73*8 22.9 3.3
Hearing 80.4 16.3 3.3
Writing 14.6 26.1 59.3
Telling 36.1 33.1 30.8
Industries
Automobile 11.4 36.3 52.3
Aviation 23.3 21.7 54.0
Radio-Television 21.9 38.7 39.4
Magazines
Reading 63.7 33.1 3.2
Writing for 4.1 24.1 71.8
Drawing for 7.8 18.5 73.7
Selling 6.2 28.0 65.8
Newspapers
Reading 86.3 7.0 6.7
Reporting for 13.8 31.1 55.1
Writing for 6.2 28.9 64.9
Selling 9.0 25.2 65.8
Religion
Attending Church 76.6 19.5 3.9
Teaching Sunday School 24.3 53.0 22.7
Church clubs 36.6 39.7 23.7
Other religions 22.7 43.2 34.1
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 71.7 26.1 2.2
Good taste in clothes 90.9 8.0 1.1
Conversational ability 64.0 28.2 7.8
Being popular 44.8 48.5 6.7
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 21.5 51.3 27.2
Labor Problems 12.8 54.4 32.8
**
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TABLE IX
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25 08
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY 1o MILDLY % NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 39.2 40.1 20.7
Watching 63.3 27.6 9.1
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 24 .I 46.4 29.5
Fishing 25.8 42.8 31.4
Hunting 11.6 21.4 67.0
Gardening 15.1 48.2 36.7
Adventure
Reading about 56.2 29.4 14.4
Writing about 8.0 31.2 60.8
Exploration 38.3 31.2 30.5
Travel
U. S. A. 83.9 8.0 8.1
Foreign Lands 67.8 15.1 17.1
Aviation
Travelling in planes 43.7 37.5 18.8
Flying planes 19.6 24.1 56.3
Working on planes 6.2 13.3 80.5
Collecting
Stamps 10.7 15.1 74.2
Knick-knacks 24.1 45.5 30.4
Phonograph records 51.7 36.6 11.7
Programs 30.3 30.3 39.4
Hobbies
Photography 27.6 54.4 18.0
Keeping a scrap book 37.5 39.2 23.3
Model railroads 3.5 5.3 91.2
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 3.5 8.9 87.6
Woodwo rking 2.6 13.3 84.1

TABLE IX (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 10 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
1o MILDLY
INTERESTED
$ NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 4.4 8.0 87.6
Working on 4.4 13.3 82.3
Motion Pictures
Attending 85.7 9.8 4.5
Acting in 14.2 27.6 58.2
Directing 8.9 23.2 67.9
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 24.1 32.1 43.8
Attending 76.7 17.8 5.5
Writing 8.9 24.1 67.0
Directing 8.9 26.7 64.4
Radio and Television
Listening 87.5 7.1 5.4
Acting in 18.7 31.2 50.1
Automobiles
Driving 77.6 14.2 8.2
Building 1.7 4.4 93.9
Working on 2.6 18.7 78.7
U. S. Services
Aray 8.9 22.3 68.8
Navy 28.5 21.4 50.1
Marines 14.2 22.3 63.5
Air Forces 20.5 23.2 56.3
Glasses
English 34.8 52.6 12.6
Reading 58.0 22.3 19.7
Writing 28.5 37.5 34.0
Speaking 14.2 34.8 51.0
Science 12.5 31.2 56.3
Mathematics 26.7 35.7 37.6
Social Studies 16.9 44.6 38.5
Home Economics 47.3 31.2 21.5
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TABLE IX (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA 'jo GREATLY
INTERESTED
jo MILDLY
INTERESTED
jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 8.0 23.2 68.8
Music 50.8 34.8 14.4
Art 28.5 25.8 45.7
Physical Education 41.9 35.7 23.
4
Famous People
Read about 44.
6
40.1 15.3
Meet 69.6 25.8 4.6
Current Events
Politics 16.0 41.9 42.1
Names-in-the-news 14.2 61.6 24.2
National 19.6 55.3 25.1
International 18.7 53.5 27.8
Homernaking
Decorating 63.3 22.3 14.4
Cooking 73.2 17.8 9.0
Sewing 50.8 32.1 17.1
Building 14.2 32.1 53.7
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 7.1 25.8 67.1
lawyer 6.2 12.5 81.3
Plumber 1.7 0.8 97.5
Teacher 6.2 26.7 67.1
Carpenter 1.7 5.3 93.0
Books
Fiction 72.3 22.3 5.4
Non-fiction 45.5 40.1 14.4
Classics 24.1 39.2 36.7
Animals
Owning 64.2 25.0 10.8
Raising 33.0 36.6 30.4
Training 35.7 34.8 29.5

PREFERENCES OF
TABLE X
GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MILDLY io NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 30.4 56.6 13.0
Watching 62.7 26.6 10.7
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 23.6 36.6 39.8
Fishing 20.1 47.0 32.9
Hunting 8.0 22.4 69.6
Gardening 15.8 49.7 34.5
Adventure
Reading about 52.4 39.9 7.7
Writing about 3.7 24.4 71.9
Exploration 25.4 43.4 31.2
Travel
U. S. A. 81.4 16.3 2.3
Foreign Lands 60.5 32.3 7.2
Aviation
Travelling in planes 47.5 31.4 21.1
Flying planes 15.7 23.2 61.1
Working on planes 9.4 13.6 77.0
Collecting
Stamps 5.1 22.0 72.9
Knick-knacks 25.0 43.4 31.6
Phonograph records 60.0 25.8 14.2
Programs 24.5 3 S .5 37.0
Hobbies
Photography 35.6 40.1 24.3
Keeping a scrap book 43.1 39.1 17.8
Model railroads 0.7 8.2 91.1
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 3.2 13.9 82.9
Woodworking 5.8 24.2 70.0

TABLE X (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDIY
INTERESTED
1o NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 3.6 8.4 88.0
Working on 8.5 16.2 75.3
Motion Pictures
Attending 88.2 9.0 2.8
Acting in 11.0 27.3 61.7
Directing 5.1 23.3 71.6
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 25.7 26.2 48.1
Attending 65.1 32.1 2.8
Writing 3.9 18.3 75.8
Directing 4.9 23.9 71.2
Radio and Television
Listening 85.9 12.9 1.2
Acting in 14.1 27.0 58.9
Automobiles
Driving 72.1 21.2 6.7
Building 2.7 5.6 91.7
Working on 7.0 6.2 86.8
U. S. Services
Army 9.6 21.0 69.4
Navy 29.3 26.1 44.6
Marines 17.7 26.3 56.0
Air Force 26.2 27.3 46.5
Classes
English 36.5 54.1 9.4
Reading 48.7 37.3 14.0
Writing 20.7 50.6 28.7
Speaking 19.1 33.6 47.3
Science 15.7 43.3 41.0
Mathematics 32.2 37.3 30.5
Social Studies 19.4 47.5 33.1
Home Economics 39.8 38.6 21.6

TABLE X (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY
INTERESTED
a
!o MILDLY
INTERESTED
io NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Industrial Arts 10.2 30.5 59.3
Music 51.9 35.1 13.0
Art 22.8 30.5 46.7
Physical Education 34.4 38.0 27.6
Famous People
Read about 41.9 46.0 12.1
Meet 71.1 23.0 5.9
Current Events
Politics 15.8 45.4 38.8
Name s-in-the-news 26.0 56.2 17.8
National 23.2 52.5 24.3
International 17.2 61.5 21.3
Homemaking
Decorat ing 66.1 27.0 6.9
Cooking 73.4 23 o2 3.4
Sewing 53.3 29.9 16.8
Building 14.8 41.4 43.8
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 12.9 21.1 66.0
Lawyer 7.8 24.8 67.4
Plumber 0.7 10.3 89.0
Teacher 14.9 34.8 50.3
Carpenter 2.0 14.3 83.7
Books
Fiction 71.7 26.7 1.6
Non-fiction 42.8 44.8 12.4
Classics 32.2 38.5 29.3
Animals
Owning 69.6 18.6 11.8
Raising 32.9 38.4 28.7
Training 35.6 36.9 27.5

TABLE X (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA jo GREATLY
INTERESTED
jo MILDLY
INTERESTED
jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED
Dancing
Social 86.3 9.3 4.4
Square 46.6 35.4 18.0
Folk 30.4 39.8 29.8
Clothes
Designing 34 o7 29.7 35.6
Being in style 82.6 14.7 2.7
In other lands 17.9 28.4 53.7
Making your own 40.0 32.9 27.1
School Activities
Glee Club 22.9 35.2 41.9
Inter-class activities 19.8 50.4 29.8
Class Parties 44-4 43.0 12.6
Yearbook 53.4 33.0 13.6
School newspaper 42.3 43.2 14.5
Popular Music
Listening to 92.0 7.3 0.7
Playing 35.4 32.1 32.5
Composing 3.6 9.0 87.4
Classical Music
Listening to 51.8 31.6 16.6
Playing 20.0 41.8 38.2
Composing 3.6 10.0 86.4
Art
Painting 25.3 36.9 37.8
Drawing 35.4 23.6 41.0
Sculpture 8.5 27.6 63.9
Architecture 5.9 18.9 75.2
Farming
General 38.5 30.7 30.8
Dairying 9.8 22.5 67.7
Chicken 15.8 23.2 61.0
Boston University
School of Education
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PREFERENCES
TABLE X (Continued)
OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA 1o GREATLY 1o MILDIY «Jo NOT AT ALL
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
Humor and Jokes
Reading 69.7 27.0 3.3
Hearing 76.0 22.1 1.9
Writing 13.2 21.3 65.5
Telling 43.0 40.8 16.2
Industries
Automobile 20.2 29.2 50.6
Aviation 13.9 35.2 50.9
Radio-Television 36.6 34.6 28.8
Magazines
Reading 81.5 15.7 2.8
Writing for 12.3 15.8 71.9
Drawing for 9.3 15.6 75.1
Selling 2.2 12.7 85.1
Newspapers
Reading 74.6 23.0 2.4
Reporting for 14.2 33.9 51.9
Writing for 6.3 24.0 69.7
Selling 2.3 14.1 83.6
Religion
Attendir^ Church 82.7 16.5 .8
Teaching Sunday School 21.6 37.1 41.3
Church Clubs 31.5 34.6 33.9
Other religions 22.5 51.1 26.4
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 79.9 17.3 2.8
Good taste in clothes 89.6 10.4 0.0
Conversational ability 70.5 25.0 4.5
Being popular 59.6 33.8 6.4
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 42.7 34.5 22.8
labor Problems 15.4 58.1 26.5

INTEREST AREA PREFERENCES
OF AIL STUDENTS
PART II

TABLE XI
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF ALL STUDENTS IN PART II
1. Sports and athletics
2. Travel
3. Outdoor Activities
4. Careers
5» Popular music
6» Motion pictures
7* Dancing
8. Homemaking
9. Clothes
10.
Machinery
; :
.
Or
.
.
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INTEREST ARE PREFERENCES
OF BOYS
PART II

TABLE XII
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS IN PART II
1. Sports and athletics
2. Outdoor activities
3. Travel
4. Machinery
5. Careers
6. Automobiles
7. Aviation
8. U. S. Services
9. Popular music
10.
Motion pictures
-.
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TABLE XIII
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF BOIS IN PART II
COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
1. Sports and athletics
2. Outdoor activities
3. Travel
4. Aviation
5. Machinery
6. Automobiles
7. U. S. services
8. Motion pictures
9. Careers
10.
Popular Music

TABLE XIV
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF BOYS IN PART II
COM,UNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
1* Sports and athletics
2. Travel
3. Outdoor activities
4. Careers
5. Machinery
6. Automobiles
7. Aviation
8. Industries
9. U. S. services
10.
Radio and Television

TABLE XV
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF BOYS IN PART II
COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
1. Sports and athletics
2. Outdoor activities
3 . Travel
4. Careers
5. Automobiles
6. Machinery
7. U. S. services
8. Aviation
9. Popular Music
10
.
Adventure

INTEREST AREA PREFERENCES
OF GIRLS
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TABLE XVI
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS IN PART II
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3. Clothes
4. Travel
5. Sports and athletics
6. Outdoor activities
7. Careers
8. Popular music
9. Social - good manners
10.
Motion pictures
..
.
.
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TABLE XVII
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF GIRLS IN PART II
COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
1. Dancing
2. Sports and athletics
3 . Homemaking
4. Clothes
5. Outdoor activities
6. Careers
7 . Travel
8. School activities
9. Popular music
10.
Plays and dramatics

TABLE XVIII
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF GIRLS IN PART II
COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
1. Travel
2. Dancing
3 . Homemaking
4. Clothes
5. Popular music
6. Sports and athletics
7. Outdoor activities
8. Careers
9. Books
10.
Social Good manners
..
.
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TABLE XIX
ORDER OF PREFERENCES OF GIRLS IN PART II
COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
1* Dancing
2 . Homemaking
3. Clothes
4. Travel
5* Sports and athletics
6 . Popular music
7. Outdoor activities
8. Careers
9. Social good manners
10.
Motion pictures
..
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FREE WRITE-IN CHOICES
OF
ALL BOYS
PART III

TABLE XX
ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF FREE-WRITING CHOICE IN PART III
ALL BOYS
Since there was no significant repetition of free -writing choices in
Part III, the write-ins are here merely listed in alphabetical order.
1. Accounting
2. All kinds of people
3. All types of engineering
4. Amateur radio
5. Business
6. Careers of the sea
7» Cleaning up the slum districts
8. Close to nature
9o Construction
10, Deep-sea diving
11, Department of the Federal Law Enforcement
12 Drafting
13. Driving somewhere special
14. Family troubles
15. First aid
16. Forest ranger
17. Forestry
18 . Game warden
19. Getting ahead in the world
20. Girl problems
21. Hunting with a bow and arrow
22. Learning more about the F. B. I.
23. Marriage
24. Owning a major-league ball club
25. Owning a small business
26. Owning my own herd of cows
27. Printing
28. Psychology
29. Radar
30. Recreational director
31. Safety
32. Salesmanship
33« Social problems
34. Soil conservation
35 Staying in Jackman

TABLE XX (Continued)
ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF FREE-WRITING CHOICE IN PART III
ALL BOYS
Since there was no significant repetition of free writing choices in
Part III, the write-ins are here merely listed in alphabetical order.
36. Walking through the woods
37. What I am going to do after I graduate
38. Wild life
39. Working as a guide
40 Working on a fishing boat
41. Working with people
42. Youth problems
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FREE WRITE-IN CHOICES
OF
ALL GIRLS
PART III

TABLE XXI
ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF FREE-vYRITING CHOICE IN PART III
ALL GIRLS
Since there was no significant repetition of free-writing choices in
Part III, the write-ins are here merely listed in alphabetical order.
1. Activities of the community
2. Ancient folk-tales
3. Astronomy
4* Being a good housewife
5. Child care
6. Criminal investigation
7. Family relations
8. Fancy work
9. Foreign correspondent
10. Journalism
11. Knitting
12. Knowing more about juvenile delinquency, teen-age
attitudes toward the old-fashioned attitudes of
their parents
13 « Knowing what is ahead of us
14. Learning languages
15. Living in a new frontier like Alaska
16. Looking for old animal bone3
17. Marriage
18. My future
19. Ocean travel
20. Office work
21. Other People
22. People
23. Personality traits
24. Police-women
25 . Psychology
26. Roller-skating
27. School clinics
28 . Singing
29. Social work
30. Social work in South America
31. Stenography
32. Studying the stars
33. Study of people's emotions

TABLE XXI (Continued)
ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF FREE-WRITING CHOICE IN PART III
ALL GIRLS
Since there was no significant repetition of free-writing choices in
Part III, the write-ins are here merely listed in alphabetical order.
34. Writing novelettes
35. Writing poetry
36. Writing to pen-pals in other countries
37. Working with children
33. Your own character
..
.
.
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4A COMPARISON OF INTEREST AREA PREFERENCES
IN MAINE AND NSW YORK
While the present survey was being conducted in Maine, a similar
survey-*- was going on in Western New York State, A comparison of the results
of the two surveys shows a marked resemblance between the interest area
preferences of the non-college, twelfth-grade students in the two states.
In a list of interests preferred by boys, there is complete agreement
on the top three interests in both states; in addition, out of a list of ten,
nine areas of interest appear on the lists of boys' preferences in both
surveys. Boys in New York state rated higher than boys in Maine the follov;ing:
U. S. Services; popular music; and dancing (which does not appear in the
Maine list), Maine boys showed greater preference for machinery; careers;
automobiles; aviation; and motion pictures (which does not appear on the New
York list).
For a better understanding of the similarity that exists between the
interest area preferences of the two groups, the two lists are presented
here. It is to be remembered that these lists show the top ten out of a
choice of thirty-five,
1 Robert E. Brairton. "A Survey of Interest Areas among Non-college,
Twelfth-grade Students in Ten V/estern New York Schools," Unpublished thesis,
Boston University, Boston, 1949*

New York Boy
3
Maine Boys
1. Sports and athletics
2. Outdoor activities
3. Travel
4. U. S. Services
5. Dancing
6<» Popular music
7. Careers
8. Automobiles
9. Aviation
10.
Machinery
1* Sports and athletics
2. Outdoor activities
3. Travel
4. Machinery
5. Careers
6* Automobiles
7. Aviation
8. U. S. Services
9* Popular music
10. Motion pictures
A comparison of the preferences of girls showed the same general
agreement as with the boys. The girls completely agree on the three top
interests, and, again, nine out of ten areas of interest appear on the lists
for both states. While the New York girls gave higher preference to
’’popular music" and "sports and athletics," Maine girls showed greater
interest in "travel," "outdoor activities," and "careers."
The top ten preferences of girls in both states are here presented
for easy comparison.
New York Girls Maine Girls
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3. Clothes
4. Sports and athletics
5. Popular music
6. Travel
7. Outdoor activities
8. Social - Good manners
9. Careers
10.
School activities
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3* Clothes
4. Travel
5. Sports and athletics
6. Outdoor activities
7. Careers
8. Popular music
9. Social - good manners
10.
Motion pictures
.,
c
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CHAPTER V
SUMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The results of this study indicate definite preferences of interest
areas among non-college students of the twelfth grade.
SPECIFIC INTERESTS OF BOYS
In Part I of the survey, students were asked to indicate, by circling
one of three numbers, great interest, mild interest, or a lack of interest
in a number of subtopics under thirty-five broad interest areas. The single
item most interesting to all boys was "driving automobiles," with a total of
87.5 per cent among all boys and a high of 92.8 per cent among the rural boys.
The second most popular item was "listening to the radio and television"
which was circled by 84.3 per cent of all the boys. It, too, was highest
with the rural group. The third item of greatest interest was "listening to
popular music" (84.2), circled by 87.1 per cent of the city boys. Other
items of high popularity with all boys were: travel in the U. S. A. (79.4);
hearing jokes and humor ( 78 .4 ); reading newspapers (70.3); hunting (67. 8);
attending motion pictures (66.6); reading magazines (65.9); and owning
animals (65.6). Hunting, owning animals, and reading magazines were most
popular with rural boys and least popular with city boys.
Among the items in which boys indicated a lack of interest, the first
two were those which might be expected to rate low with boys because of sex
differences. These were "making your own clothes" and "sewing." Other items
rating low or completely lacking in interest to boys were: composing
classical music (79.5); writing plays (74.5); composing popular music (71.9);
.
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selling newspapers (71*8); sculpture (71*3); collecting stamps (71.2);
designing clothes (70.6); teaching Sunday School (69.0); directing plays
(67.2); selling magazines (67.1); and directing motion pictures (67.0).
Boys preferred participating in sports (63.5) to watching sports
(51.9). Travel was a popular area of interest, with travel in the U. S. A.
(79.4) rating higher than travel in foreign lands (59.7). The only thing
the boys were interested in "collecting" was phonograph records (52.7).
Attending motion pictures (66.6) rated somewhat higher with boys than
attending church ( 64 . l). or attending plays (40.2). Of the U. S. Services
boys preferred the Air Force (48.8), with the army rating last (12.6).
Physical education (61.3) and mathematics (44.4) were the boys' preferred
classes, although the rural boys showed slightly greater interest in science;
the suburban boys preferred industrial arts to either science or mathematics.
English (23.0) was rated low in the list of classes with reading (33*0) being
the most popular of the three English subdivisions (reading, writing, and
speaking). Boys showed only mild interest in "current events" with national
and international events receiving slightly more attention than either
politics or names-in-the-news. Little interest was shown in careers.
Carpentry (27.5) was the highest and plumbing (6.5) the lowest of the trades
listed. Both city and rural boys slightly preferred reading non-fiction to
fiction; however, suburban boys preferred fiction. Owning animals was a
popular preference among all boys. Mild interest was shown in school
activities with only the "yearbook" (35.2) attaining any degree of great
interest among boys. In the general area of "jokes and humor" all boys
preferred hearing jokes (78.4) to reading or writing jokes. Reading

newspapers (70.3) was somewhat preferred to reading magazines (65.9), but
both were popular items with boys. In the area of "social good manners,"
good taste in clothes (61.5) provoked the highest interest, and
conversational ability (50.3) was rated slightly lower. In general, social
good manners was a popular area of interest with boys. The two subtopics,
race discrimination (37. 3J and labor problems (25.4) proved to be of only
mild interest to boys.
GENERAL AREAS OF INTEREST FOR BOYS
In Part II, where they were asked to list in order the five preferred
general areas of interest, it is significant to note that "sports and
athletics" was placed at the top by all boys. They placed "outdoor
activities" and "travel" in second and third positions. Other areas common
to all boys were: aviation, careers, automobiles, machinery, and U. S.
services. Among the first ten other choices were: industries and radio for
suburban boys; motion pictures and popular music for rural boys; and popular
music and adventure for city boys. Those areas receiving little or no
attention in Part II were: collecting; hobbies; classes; famous people;
current events; homemaking; school activities; classical music; and
citizenship.
SPECIFIC INTERESTS OF GIRLS
Among all the girls in the survey the most popular item of interest
in Part I was "listening to popular music" (92.2). Other items of high
interest in their order of preference were: good taste in clothes (86.9);
listening to the radio and television (85.6); attending motion pictures
.,
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(82.5)
;
attending church (81.6); travel in the U. S. A. (81.0); social
dancing (,78.8); being in style (78 .4); hearing jokes and humor (78.0);
cooking (77.9); reading newspapers (77.6); driving automobiles (76.7);
etiquette (75.8); reading magazines (74.8); and attending plays (71.7).
The items in which all girls indicated a lack of interest were as
follows: model railroads (90.5); building automobiles (90.0); carpentry
(89.2); designing machinery (85.4); building model airplanes (85.1);
composing classical music (80.5); composing popular music (80.5); working on
automobiles (79.0); drawing for magazines (78.0); selling newspapers (77.2);
woodworking (75.8); architecture (74.9); collecting stamps (72.9); and
writing for magazines (71.1).
Girls preferred watching sports (64.9) to participating in sports
(44.1). Travel was a popular area of interest with the girls as it had been
with the boys, travel in the U. S. A. (81.0) rating higher than travel in
foreign lands (65.7). The girls, like the boys, showed little interest in
"collecting” except for phonograph records (48.3). Attending motion pictures
(81.5) was slightly higher than attending church (81.4) and attending plays
(71.7)
. All three items were more popular with girls than boys. Reading
(58.8)
,
music (53*0 )
>
and home economics (46.9) were the most preferred
classes. Speaking (a subdivision of English) and art were the least
preferred classes. As with the boys, only mild interest was shown in any of
the topics under "current events." All the topics listed under homemaking,
except "building," were highly popular with girls. Very little interest was
shown by girls in the careers listed, but that may be due to the fact, as
has been indicated under limitations, that most of the items suggested male
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occupations and trades* Girls definitely preferred reading fiction (68*5)
to non-fiction (47*5). This was true of city, suburban, and rural girls.
School activities were more popular, in general, with girls than boys, but
both groups agreed on the most preferred item, the yearbook, which was
circled by 62.1 per cent of the girls. It seems significant for all teachers
to note this general lack of interest in school activities among non-ccllege
students. Reading magazines (74*8) and newspapers (77.6) were high choices
among the girls, but, as with the boys, little interest was shown in writing
for either. Etiquette (75.8), good taste in clothes (86.9), conversational
ability (68.0), and being popular (53*5) under the general area, "social
good manners," proved to be topics of great interest to all girls.
GENERAL AREAS OF INTEREST FOR GIRLS
In Part II, in which the five preferred areas on interest were listed,
the top interest for rural and city girls was "dancing;" suburban girls
placed "travel" in the number one position. Homemaking was extremely
popular with all girls, followed closely by clothes, travel, sports, and
outdoor activities. Other interests highly common to all girls were careers
and popular music. From a list of the first ten areas these were the other
choices: plays and school activities for rural girls; social good manners
and books for suburban girls; social good manners and motion pictures for
city girls. Those areas receiving little or no attention by girls in Part I
were: making or building; aviation; machinery; automobiles; U. S. services;
famous people; current events; art; farming; industries; and citizenship.
COMPARISON OF INTERESTS OF BOYS AND GIRLS

A comparison of the area preferences for both boys and girls showed
a number of interest areas common to all non-college twelfth-grade students.
Both boys ana girls showed a common interest or lack of interest in
the following:
High Interest Low Interest
Travel
Sports and athletics
Outdoor activities
Careers
Popular music
Motion pictures
Collecting
Famous people
Current events
Art
Citizenship
Suggestions for further research . Since the writer has been unable
to find a study of the interests of college-preparatory students alone,
such a study done on the twelfth-grade level and compared with the results
of the present study would be very valuable in determining the similarity of
interests between college and non-college students.
A study of the interest area preferences of non-college students on
other grade levels would make interesting and informative comparisons with
the present study.
On the basis of the areas of interest common to the non-college
twelfth-grade students, as found in this survey, suggestions for making use
of these interests in the English class would be helpful to teachers of the
Language Arts.
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APPENDIX

INTEREST AREA SURVEY
R. E. Brairton and W. W. Hall
BOSTON UNIVERSITY
To the student: This is not a test. Do not think of it as an assignment. It is a questionnaire for find-
ing out just what things are most interesting to you. By following the simple direc-
tions below, you will help us discover the interests of students on your grade level.
DIRECTIONS: After each of the following topics, there are three numbers, 1, 2, and 3.
If you are greatly interested in the subject, circle 1.
If you are mildly interested in the subject, circle 2.
If you are not at all interested in the subject, circle 3.
THIS MEANS THAT YOU WILL CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EVERY
ITEM.
In the space marked “others,” write in any topic of interest to you that is not listed.
Please check one:
1. Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Others
Boy Girl
2. Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Others
3. Adventure
Reading about 1
Writing about 1
Exploration 1
Others 1
1
4. Travel
U. S. A. 1
Foreign Lands 1
Others 1
1
PART I
5.
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
Others
6.
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
Others
7. Hobbies
Photography 1
Keeping a scrap book 1
Model railroads 1
Others 1
1
8. Making or Building
Model Airplanes 1
Woodworking 1
Others 1
1
9. Machinery Industrial Arts 1 2 3
Designing 1 2 3 Music 1 2 3
Working on 1 2 3 Art 1 2 3
Others .... 1 2 3 Physical Education 1 2 3
.... 1 2 3 Others ... 1 2 3
1 2 3
10. Motion Pictures
Attending 1 2 3 16. Famous People
Acting in 1 2 3 Read About 1 2 3
Directing 1 2 3 Meet 1 2 3
Others .... 1 2 3 Others ..... 1 2 3
1 2 3 1 2 3
11. Plays and Dramatics 17. Current Events
Acting in 1 2 3 Politics 1 2 3
Attending 1 2 3 Names-in-the-news 1 2 3
Writing 1 2 3 National 1 2 3
Directing 1 2 3 International 1 2 3
Others .... 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
... 1 2 3 1 2 3
12. Radio and Television 13. Homemaking
Listening 1 2 3 Decorating 1 2 3
Acting in 1 2 3 Cooking 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Sewing 1 2 3
1 2 3 Building 1 2 3
Others I 2 3
13. Automobiles
1 2 3
Driving 1 2 3
Building 1 2 3 19. Careers and Vocations
Working on 1 2 3 Doctor 1 2 3
Others .... 1 1 3 Lawyer 1 2 3
1 2 3 Plumber 1 2 3
Teacher 1 2 3
14. U. S. Services
Carpenter 1 2 3
Army 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3
Navy 1 2 3
1 2 3
Marines 1 2 3
Air Force 1 2 3 20. Books
Others 1 2 3 Fiction 1 2 3
1 2 3 Non-fiction 1 2 3
Classics 1 2 3
15. Classes Others 1 2 3
English 1 2 3
1 2 3
Reading 1 2 3
Writing 1 2 3 21. Animals
Speaking 1 2 3 Owning 1 2 3
Science 1 2 3 Raising 1 2 3
Mathematics 1 2 3 Training 1 2 3
Social Studies 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
Home Economics 1 2 3 1 2 3
22. Dancing 29. Humor and Jokes
Social 1 2 3 Reading 1 2 3
Square 1 2 3 Hearing 1 2 3
Folk 1 2 3 Writing 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Telling 1 2 3
I 2 3 Others 1 2 3
23. Clothes
1 2 3
Designing 1 2 3 30. Industries
Being in style 1 2 3 Automobile 1 2 3
In other lands 1 2 3 Aviation 1 2 3
Making your own 1 2 3 Radio-Television 1 2 3
Others .... 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
1 2 3 1 2 3
24. School Activities 31. Magazines
Glee Club 1 2 3 Reading 1 2 3
Inter-class activities 1 2 3 Writing for 1 2 3
Class Parties 1 2 3 Drawing for 1 2 3
Yearbook 1 2 3 Selling 1 2 3
School newspaper 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
Others .... 1 2 3 1 2 3
.... 1 2 3 32. Newspapers
25. Popular Music Reading 1 2 3
Listening to 1 2 3 Reporting for 1 2 3
Playing 1 2 3 Writing for 1 2 3
Composing 1 2 3 Selling 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
1 9 3 1 2 3
26. Classical Music 33. Religion
Listening to 1 2 3 Attending Church 1 2 3
Playing 1 2 3 Teaching Sunday School 1 2 3
Composing 1 2 3 Church clubs 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Other religions 1 2 3
1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
1 2 3
27. Art
Painting 1 2 3 34. Social Good Manners
Drawing 1 2 3 Etiquette 1 2 3
Sculpture 1 2 3 Good taste in clothes 1 2 3
Architecture 1 2 3 Conversational ability 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Being popular 1 2 3
.. 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
1 2 3
28. Farming
General 1 2 3 35. Citizenship
Dairying 1 2 3 Race Discrimination 1 2 3
Chicken 1 2 3 Labor Problems 1 2 3
Others 1 2 3 Others 1 2 3
1 2 3 1 2 3
PART II
List in the order of your own personal preference the five main
,
numbered topics appearing in Part I
that interest you most, (i. e. dancing, adventure, machinery, etc.).
1st choice
2nd choice
3rd choice
4th choice
5th choice
PART III
List any other topics, not already suggested in Part /, which interest you. These may include things
about which you would like to learn more, or things about which you would like to talk to others.
They will be the things you enjoy doing or talking about or thinking about.


